
 CHOICES’ 2007 Peacemaker 
Awards Luncheon on Tues-
day, October 30, will kick off  
our 30th year as the primary 
service provider to central 
Ohio families experiencing 
domestic violence.  

                 
To celebrate, we’ve planned 
a year-long commemorative 
initiative that includes:  
• a media campaign bringing 

domestic violence facts 
and figures to the public 
forefront, 

• literature promoting 
healthy and meaningful 
relationships, 

• a special Peacemaker 
Luncheon highlighting our 
30 years of service,  

• and the launch of a new 
“Circle of Thirty”        
approach for community 
involvement in eliminating 
domestic violence. 

Want to get involved? There 
are many ways to help us in 
serving domestic violence 
victims and survivors.  
 

• Become a sponsor! 
Sponsorships can be in 
cash, goods and services, 
items for auction or raffle, 
or other forms of support. 

• Make a cash donation, 
and know that you are 
making a difference in 
someone’s life.  

• Attend an event. Your 
presence at an event         
truly supports CHOICES. 

• Provide an in-kind   
donation. Directly meet 
the needs of our clients by 
fulfilling items on our  
Wish List.  

• Give a gift card and help 
our clients regain their 
sense of dignity and self-
esteem. 

CHOICES Begins 30th Anniversary Initiative 

2007 Peacemaker Awards Annual Luncheon  
Join us Tuesday, October 30, 
2007, for the CHOICES 2007 
Peacemaker Annual Luncheon. 
 

The Peacemaker Awards 
Luncheon addresses the wide-
spread effects of domestic 
violence and recognizes the 
individuals who make positive 
strides to respond, educate, 
and advocate for change.  
                                             
In conjunction with the      
Luncheon, the Peacemaker 

Awards were established in 
1995 to recognize those who 
work diligently to make our          
community a safer place.  
 

Honorees are selected by a 
panel of CHOICES board    
members, staff members, and 
past award winners. Each re-
cipient is presented with a glass 
sculpture that has been de-
signed exclusively for 
CHOICES by local artist 
Robert Eickholt.  

For reservations or early sponsor-
ship opportunities, call CHOICES 
at (614) 224-7200. 
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Our Mission:  

To eliminate the 
cycle of domestic 
violence in this 
community and 
advocate for     
social change.  

24-hour Crisis &           
Information Hotline 
 
Temporary Shelter 
 
Counseling & Support 
Groups 
 
Legal & Community      
Advocacy 
 
Education & Training   
Programs 

Join us as we celebrate        
30 years of serving      

domestic violence victims 
and survivors in  

central Ohio 

For more ideas on how to 
help make a difference, call 
CHOICES at (614) 224-7200, 
or visit our website at                            
www.choicesdvcols.org.  

Early sponsorships  
and reservations  
now available.  

Call (614) 224-7200 



“With a Little Help from Our Friends…” 
 

The sentiment of the old Beatles’ song accurately describes the Capitol 
Square Rotary Club’s Music in the Round event held in March. This     
second year event to benefit CHOICES raised nearly $8,000, more than 
doubling the proceeds from last year. 
 

Held at Spice Bar in the Short North, the capacity crowd was entertained  
by local singer/songwriters who donated their talent for the evening. 
 

Cap Square Rotary is just one shining example of the many local  
organizations that hold events throughout the year to benefit CHOICES 
programs and services. We are grateful for all the help we receive from 
our friends in the community. 
 

In peace,    

Gail 

From the Executive Director 

“Of the female murder 

victims in 2005,   

33.4% were killed     

by their husbands     

or boyfriends.”    

(FBI, 2006)  
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Gail M. Heller, LISW 
Executive Director, 
CHOICES 

                               Business: (614) 224-7200                  Crisis Line: (614) 224-4663 

May Breakfast Series Seminar Sells Out  

Individuals hoping to make a 
difference in the field of 
domestic violence attended 
a sold-out presentation on 
May 22 as part of CHOICES 
Breakfast Series Seminars.  
 
Nina Belli, BSSW, a Felony 
Legal Advocate for 
CHOICES, spoke on the 
topic of femicide. Often 
perceived as the most brutal 
form of violence against 
women, intimate femicide is 

defined as the killing of a 
woman by her male intimate 
partner. Belli explored the 
demographics of perpetrators 
and victims, pinpointed the 
risk factors and indicators for 
potential victimization, and 
identified prevention meas-
ures that various agencies and 
service providers can under-
take.  
 
The seminar, which was spon-
sored by CHOICES and  

graciously underwritten by 
The Macy’s Fund of the  
Federated Department 
Stores Foundation, met the 
requirements for 1.5 hours 
of Continuing Education for 
attendees.  
 
To learn about upcoming 
seminar topics and dates, 
call CHOICES at (614) 224-
7200, or visit our website at 
www.choicesdvcols.org.  

CHOICES has made a commitment to reduce violence in our community. We believe that domestic violence - and all of its      
consequences - can be prevented. To learn more about how you can help eliminate domestic violence, complete the response card  
and mail it to CHOICES, PO Box 06157, Columbus, OH  43206.                          
 

Ç I would like to volunteer     Account Number _______________________________ 
Ç Add me to your mailing list 
Ç I am interested in distributing materials to my                    Expiration Date _________________________________ 
    workplace, school, or community group 
Ç Please accept my donation to support CHOICES’               Name on card __________________________________ 
    mission in providing lifesaving programs to domestic            
    violence survivors and their children. Enclosed please          Signature _____________________________________ 
    find my tax-deductible contribution of $___________.                                                                                                
   Name ____________________________________        This gift is   Ç In Honor of     Ç In Memory  of 

   Address __________________________________         Name _______________________________________ 

   City ___________________ State _____ Zip _____        Please notify the following of my gift: 

   Phone ___________ Email ____________________        Name ________________________________________ 

   Please charge the amount above to my Ç Visa  Ç MC          Address ______________________________________ 

         City ______________________ State______ Zip______ 

                Make checks payable to CHOICES. All gifts to CHOICES are tax-deductible in the United States as allowed by law.  

 

Participating Music in the Round artists 
Happy Chichester, Megan Palmer and 
Elisa Nicolas 



With our 30th Anniversary 
just around the corner, 
CHOICES decided to host 
an Anniversary Preview 
Party on June 7th. The event 
was our opportunity to 
share an overview of our 
year-long commemorative 
initiative with a select group 
of attendees and donors. 
 

The party was held at 11 
Price Avenue, an intimate 
event space in the Short 
North. Guests enjoyed wine 
and hors d’oeuvres while 

mingling and bidding on a 
wide assortment of silent 
auction items.  
 

Gail Heller, Executive Di-
rector of CHOICES, shared 
an overview of the past 30 
years of the organization, 
while Laura Warren, Board 
Chair, and Chris Vineis, 
Development Committee 
Chair, offered comments on 
CHOICES’ goals for the 
coming year.  
 

CHOICES is grateful for the  
kind contributions of our 

attendees who helped us 
raise nearly $15,000.  
 

We would also like to thank 
Nationwide Insurance; 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and 
Pease, LLP; Columbia Gas of 
Ohio; and Verizon Wireless, 
who generously sponsored 
the event.  
  

To learn more about our 
30th Anniversary and other 
events, visit  our website at 
www.choicesdvcols.org, 
or call (614) 224-7200.  
 

program is an extension of the 
Limited Brands’ "Giving Tree" 
program, where associates, 
working in conjunction with 
area shelters, "adopt" families 
during the holidays, providing 
them with gifts, toys, and other 
needed items.  
 

CHOICES provided Limited 
Brands with a “wish list” of 
current shelter needs. Resi-
dents then received customized 
gift packages, courtesy of   
central Ohio Limited Brands 
associates. The packages were  

For the second year, CHOICES 
was the sole Columbus-area      
domestic violence shelter   
designated to participate in the 
Limited Brands’ “Adopt-A-
Mom” program. 
 

A voluntary program which 
reached an estimated 16,000 
women nationwide this year, 
“Adopt-A-Mom” is designed to 
make a positive impact in the 
lives of women who, because 
of their transitional circum-
stances, might not be remem-
bered on Mother's Day. The 

presented to CHOICES shelter 
residents on May 13 following a 
cookout.  
 

 “We’re proud to participate in 
this wonderful program,” said 
Gail Heller, Executive Director 
of CHOICES. “For some resi-
dents, this is the only Mother’s 
Day recognition they receive.”  
 

To make an in-kind donation to 
CHOICES, view our current 
Wish List on our website at 
www.choicesdvcols.org, or 
call (614)224-7200.  

June 7th  Preview Party Raises Funds & Awareness 

CHOICES Participates in "Adopt-A-Mom" Program 

Belarusian Social Workers Connect with CHOICES 

Latvia to the north. It was one 
of the countries most affected 
by nuclear radiation from the 
1986 Chernobyl nuclear    
accident. 
 
Through the help of two    
interpreters, the group learned 
about the complexity of issues 
surrounding domestic violence. 
They gained an understanding 
of U.S. models and methodolo-
gies of early detection and 
prevention, as well as insight 
into developing professional       

networks and public awareness 
campaigns. 
 
A Community Connections 
Program administered by 
World Learning, the visit was 
coordinated by the Columbus 
International Program and 
funded by a grant from USAID. 
 
For more information about 
this and other programs, visit 
the CHOICES website at 
www.choicesdvcols.org 
or call (614) 224-7200.  

On May 17, CHOICES’ staff 
participated in an educational      
program for 9 social service 
professionals from the Republic 
of Belarus. The visitors are 
working to establish better 
programs for dealing with do-
mestic violence in their nation. 
 
A landlocked country in the 
region traditionally called   
Eastern Europe, Belarus     
borders Russia to the east, 
Ukraine to the south, Poland  
to the west, and Lithuania and 

“Crime sections of 

Belarusian newspapers 

regularly carry    

reports of violence      

in the family.” 

- Amnesty International 
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Limited Brands’  

“Adopt-a-Mom” 

program has helped 

thousands of mothers 

over the past       

eight years. 



Board of Directors 2007 
 

Laura Warren, President 
 

Christine J. Vineis, Vice-
President 
 

Michael Fultz, Treasurer 
 

Susan J. May, MD, Secretary 
 

Debra Payne, Past President 
 

Gail M. Heller, LISW 
Executive Director 
 
Officers 
Darnita Bradley  
Jim Canterucci 
Tiffany Crosby 
Tomi L. Dorris 
Tom Evers 
Sheena Foley 
Catherine Hill 
Helen Liebman 
Patsy Thomas 

• All-purpose cleaner (409) 
• Steel wool brushes/pads 
• Toilet bowl cleaner 
• Large cleaning sponges 
• Paper towels 
• Industrial cleaning cloths 
• Empty spray bottles 
• Lysol disinfectant spray 

CHOICES’ Wish List  

Calendar of Events 

September 11, 2007 
Breakfast Series Seminars: “Domestic Violence in the Workplace,” Gail M. Heller, LISW 
The Fawcett Center, 8:00-10:00am  
For reservations, (614) 224-7200, ext 115 
 

October 30, 2007 
CHOICES’ 30th Anniversary and Annual Peacemaker Awards Luncheon 
Hyatt Regency Ballroom, 12:00-1:15pm  
For reservations, (614) 224-7200, ext 103 
 

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

 

PO Box 06157 
Columbus, OH 43206-0157 
www.choicesdvcols.org  
 
Address Service Requested 

• Silverware sets 
• Baby bottles/brushes 
• Ready-to-eat food mixes 
• Canned/packaged fruit 
• Juice 
• Baby formula 
• Cake/brownie mixes & icing 
• Large cups (no glass) 

• Towels for kitchen & bath 
• Twin-sized bed linens 
• Alarm clocks 
• Grocery store gift cards 
• Retail gift cards 
• COTA bus passes 
• Phone cards 
• 41¢ stamps 

For more information, visit www.choicesdvcols.org, or call (614) 224-7200 ext 103.  
Thank you for supporting CHOICES.  

To correct your name or address, or to be removed from the mailing list: 
Contact CHOICES, PO Box 06157, Columbus, OH  43206, or email bfreeman@choicesdvcols.org 
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